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	1830
	 

	 


	 

	 

	 


	1840
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Between 1831 and 1844 William Miller promotes the doctrine of a pre-millennial return of Jesus Christ. This is in contrast to the commonly held view in the 1800's that the Kingdom of God/Millennium would come gradually, with the return of Christ occurring at the end of 1,000 years. Those who believe in pre-millennialism would become known as "Millerites" or "Adventists."


		 

	 


	1842
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Gilbert Cranmer accepts the Advent theory of William Miller.


	 

	 

	 


	1844
	 

	In the winter of 1843 or early 1844, Rachel Oakes, a Seventh Day Baptist, challenges a Sunday keeping Methodist Adventist minister in regards to keeping the fourth commandment. Through his study the minister, Frederick Wheeler, is convicted about a Saturday Sabbath and begins to meet with other Adventists on the seventh day of the week. This is the first recorded meeting of Sabbath-keeping Adventists.

What is known as The Great Disappointment occurs. William Miller's prophecy that Christ's second coming would happen on March 21st fails. After this first failed prophecy, one of Miller's associates named Samuel S. Snow recalculates the date of the second advent of Christ to occur on October 22. After this second date fails, the only cohesive factor holding Adventism together had vanished.



	

	1845
 

Gilbert Cranmer learns the Sabbath truth and begins keeping Saturday Sabbath.

 

 

 

1846
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Ellen G. Harmon marries James White in August. In the Fall the Whites begin to observe the Sabbath.

 

 

 

1849
 

William Miller dies.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1850
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1858
 

The Whites deny Gilbert Cranmer a license to preach for the Adventists. Gilbert Cranmer shortly thereafter begins to preach independently and establishes several congregations in Michigan prior to 1860's. Gilbert Cranmer also organizes his congregations into a state conference in Michigan.

 

 

 

1860
 

In the autumn Sabbath-keeping Adventists hold a conference in Battle Creek, Michigan to discuss legal organization. James and Ellen White help persuade those at the conference to adopt the name Seventh-Day Adventist for the new group. Disagreements however about the new church name, the rejection of the belief that Ellen G. White's visions were divinely inspired, and other issues would eventually lead to a church split.

 

 

 

1863
 

Gilbert Cranmer's churches publish the first issue of The Hope of Israel.

Formal organization of the Seventh-Day Adventist church occurs.

 

 

 

1870
 

 

 

 

 

1872
 

The Hope of Israel paper has its name changed to Advent and Sabbath Advocate and Hope of Israel.

 

 

 

1880
 

 

1881
 

James White dies.

 

 

 

1884
 

The General Conference of the Church of God is organized. It is primarily composed from the State Conferences of Michigan, Iowa, Missouri and Nebraska.  A. C. Long is elected president, with A. F. Dugger as vice-president.

The Michigan Conference moves to take the name Church of God. By the end of this year every local group associated with the General Conference, that had not done so previously, accepted the name Church of God.

 

 

 

1887
 

For the first time The General Conference of the Church of God has its annual meeting in Stanberry, Missouri. This city would be considered the headquarters of the Church of God for years to come.

 

 

 

1890
 

 

 

 

 

1892
 

Herbert W. Armstrong (HWA) is born in Des Moines, Iowa.

 

 

 

1898
 

Michigan brethren lead a Church of God effort to establish a Sanitarium (hospital for recuperation or for the treatment of chronic diseases) in White Cloud, Michigan. By September, 1900, the hospital building was almost finished and sixty-six surgical operations had already been performed.

 

 

 

1899
 

The General Conference of the Church of God is officially incorporated.

 

 

 

1900
 

Advent and Sabbath Advocate and Hope of Israel paper has its name changed to The Bible Advocate and Herald of the Coming Kingdom. The paper would later simply be known as The Bible Advocate
 

 

 

1903
 

Gilbert Cranmer dies at the White Cloud, Michigan, Sanitarium.

 

 

 

1906
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Andrew N. Dugger, son of Andrew F. Dugger, begins his ministry.

 

 

 

1910
 

Andrew F. Dugger dies.

 

 

 

1914
 

Andrew N. Dugger becomes editor of The Bible Advocate.

1915
 

Ellen G. White dies.

 

 

 

1920
 

The Bible Home Instructor, written by Andrew N. Dugger, is published.

 

 

 

1922
 

Andrew N. Dugger implements a Conference-wide financial reform.

 

 

 

1925
 

Andrew N. Dugger starts a new editorial policy for The Bible Advocate. It ceases to be an open forum in which debatable questions are aired.

 

 

 

1927
 

HWA is baptized.

 

 

 

1930
 

Garner Ted Armstrong, second son of HWA, is born February 9, 1930.

 

 

 

1931
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HWA is ordained by the Oregon Conference of The Church of God.

 

 

 

1932
 

Andrew N. Dugger becomes spokesman for a move to restore "Bible organization" to the church. This organization would be composed of twelve men who would look after the spiritual affairs of the church, seven men to take charge of the financial business, and seventy men to go out two by two to give "the warning message of the hour." This volatile issue concerning the reorganization of church government would eventually lead to a church split in 1933.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1933
 

The issue of reorganizing the church's structure comes to a head at the General Conference meeting held in Stanberry, Missouri. The General Conference president is stepping down and a new president needs to be elected. The two leading candidates for president are Andrew N. Dugger and Burt F. Marrs. The balloting results in a tie vote which the presiding president has to break.

The outcome of the election makes A.S. Christenson president. The division over church government continues however and leads to A. N. Dugger leaving the General Conference. He forms a "reorganized" Church of God (Church of God 7th Day) with U.S. headquarters in Salem, West Virginia and world headquarters in Jerusalem. Almost half of the brethren leave the General Conference as well and align themselves with this break-away group. The new church meets in November and chooses a group of twelve, seven and seventy men to lead the church.

It was at the November reorganization meeting that Herbert W. Armstrong, who had also left the Stanberry-based Church of God and aligned himself with the newly split-off church, is chosen to be one of the seventy church elders that were to go forth two by two.

In September, HWA is told by an unnamed person that the low powered (100 watts) local radio station, KORE in Eugene, Oregon, was having difficulty finding ministers to fill a 15-minute morning devotional program. HWA jumps at the chance of being on radio and is on the air for the first time on October 9th.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1934
 

The Plain Truth magazine and Radio Church of God are started by HWA.

HWA is credentialed by the U.S. headquartered Salem, West Virginia Church of God.  His ministerial certificate is signed by A. N. Dugger and C. O. Dodd.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1937
 

Herbert W. Armstrong's ministerial credentials are revoked. Although HWA differs with the Salem group in regard to his teaching on British-Israelism and his observance of the Holy Days, he is expelled primarily due to his inability to cooperate and work with others.

 

 

 

1939
 

HWA publishes article called Did Christ Reorganize The Church?.  It argues against centralized church government and presents strong case in favor of local church autonomy.  He would later embrace top-down church government and promote this belief early in the history of the college he would found in 1947 (Ambassador College, Pasadena, California).

 

 

 

1940
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	1941
	 

	 


	 

	 

	 


	1947
	 

	Herbert W. Armstrong (HWA) moves the Radio Church of God headquarters to Pasadena, California. He also begins Ambassador College, located also in Pasadena, with four students.


	 

	 

	 


	1948
	 

	Spring Vale Academy, a Church of God high school in Owosso, Michigan, opens with twelve students. S. J. Kauer is the school's first principle.


	 

	 

	 


	1949
	 

	The church split of 1933 caused the General Conference of the Church of God to be divided into two main groups: Those that continued to stay with the existing church organization headquartered in Stanberry, Missouri, and those that left with A.N. Dugger to form a Church of God group with U.S. headquarters in Salem, West Virginia.

The first attempt at reunifying both the Stanberry and Salem groups occurred in 1942. A second attempt at reunification began in 1947. This effort eventually led to a joint campmeeting held in Stanberry during August. A vote is taken and the overwhelming majority from both groups (The Stanberry group registers 121 votes for merger and only 15 against it. The Salem group has 75 votes for merger and 1 against it.) agree to merge. The recombined General Conference of the Church of God (Seventh Day) (CG7) will move its headquarters in 1950 to Denver, Colorado.

Some time after the approved merger, however, those from both the Stanberry and Salem groups decide against the reunion. Those in the Stanberry group who disagreed with reunion go on to form in 1950-51 the General Council Churches of God 7th Day based in Meridian, Idaho. Some of those in the Salem group against the merger eventually form the Seventh Day Church of God in 1954 with headquarters in Caldwell, Idaho. Others in the Salem group against the merger became the Church of God (7th Day) and stayed based in Salem.  A. N. Dugger, who had led the Salem group before the merger, eventually forms the Church of God 7th Day with headquarters in Jerusalem, Israel.

Beginning of The Bible Sabbath Association and The Bible Sentinel.



	

	 

 

 

1950
 

First baptizing tours of men trained at Radio Church of God's Ambassador College occurs.

 

 

 

1951
 

Two of the first four students attending Ambassador College, Herman Hoeh and Betty Bates, graduate.

 

 

 

1953
 

CG7 begins national radio program called "Faith For Our Time."

HWA goes on national radio (American Broadcasting Corporation or ABC).

 

 

 

1954
 

Ambassador College begins 58 lesson Bible Correspondence Course.

 

 

 

1955
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GTA - 1950's
HWA's Radio Church of God sponsors first television programs.

Garner Ted Armstrong is ordained.

On the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles (Oct. 1), HWA announces that from June 1954 to June 1955 it cost $394,328.66 to operate the Radio Church of God and $630,323 to operate Ambassador College. This is the church's first million dollar budget.

 

 

 

1957
 

CG7 begins the "Searchlight Bible Correspondence Course."

 

 

 

1958
 

HWA's oldest son Richard David dies July 30, 1958 due to injuries sustained the previous week in an automobile accident.

 

 

 

1959
 

CG7 begins Free Literature Distribution Program. Previously tracts were not free.

 

 

 

1960
 

 

 

 

1961
 

CG7 establishes youth camps.

 

 

 

1963
 

Robert Coulter is selected as chairman of CG7's General Conference. CG7's "Faith For Our Time" is broadcast on 24 radio stations and Faithful Youth Challengers (national youth organization) manual is published.

 

 

 

1967
 

Herbert Armstrong's wife Loma dies.

 

 

 

1968
 

The Radio Church of God changes its name to Worldwide Church of God (WCG).

 

 

 

1969
 

WCG publishes "Tomorrow's World" magazine.

 

 

 

1970
 

 

 

 

 

1973
 

WCG starts personal appearance campaigns.

 

 

 

1974
 

CG7's Ministerial Council adopts a revised doctrinal statement on Divorce and Remarriage.

Youth Opportunities United is formed by WCG.
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The dedication of WCG's Ambassador Auditorium occurs. In order to help pay for the building, the church had set up a special Building Fund to collect donations from members. However, when the auditorium is built, it is announced that it was 100% financed by a special bank loan. It is not stated where the fund money went or what it paid for.
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Ken Westby
2004
Due to disagreements over, and the church's unwillingness to, change doctrines such as divorce & remarriage, makeup, the date of Pentecost, church government (and other issues), several ministers and members leave the WCG. This exodus of people from the WCG is known by some as the "East Coast Rebellion," since many of those who left resided near the east coast of the United States.

Ministers leaving include Earnest Martin, Ken Westby, Al Portune and George Kemnitz. Earnest Martin will go on to help found the Foundational of Biblical Research in 1974, and in 1984 he starts the Associates for Scriptural Knowledge. Ken Westby, George Kemnitz and others form the Associated Churches of God /Association for Christian Development in 1974.

The "East Coast Rebellion" was fueled by what was perceived as the church's unwillingness to change. Ironically, some ministers/members left the WCG as well when beliefs such as divorce & remarriage WERE changed. Of these, a minister who had been one of the first four students to attend Ambassador College, Raymond C. Cole, goes on to form Church of God, The Eternal in 1975. Bryce Clark, a recently departed WCG minister, joins Cole's group the year it is started.

 

 

 

1975
 

CG7 gives autonomy to other national conferences. 

Andrew N. Dugger dies in Jerusalem

 

 

 

1976
 

A group of Ambassador College alumni publish Ambassador Review in June. Later in the year the newsletter is renamed Ambassador Report (AR). The purpose of the publication, as stated in an early 1976 introductory letter, is that it " . . . is a journal by and for the students, alumni, and friends of Ambassador College. Its purpose is to provide an open forum for those who have shared in the "Ambassador Experience". " From the early 1980's to his death in September 1999, one of AR's initial publishers/editors named John Trechak would be its sole driving force.

 

 

 

1977
 

At the age of 85 HWA marries divorcee Ramona Martin, who was 39. They divorce in 1981.

 

 

 

1978
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GTA around 1974
[image: image11.jpg]



Ronald Dart - 1977
Garner Ted Armstrong (GTA) is marked and disfellowshipped from the WCG on June 26th. Several reasons are given for his ouster, including allegedly trying to divert church mail in attempt to steal funds for his personal use and giving the media misleading and distorted information about his father (HWA). On August 5th he gives his first message after leaving the WCG, where he discusses his expulsion and explains "his side" of the story.

GTA quickly forms the Church of God, International (CGI), with headquarters in Tyler, Texas. The CGI soon becomes the largest split of the WCG and reaches a peak income of around 5 million. Other WCG splits around the early to mid-1990's, however, begin to surpass CGI in members and money.

Ronald Dart, an evangelist in the WCG, voluntarily leaves them and joins the CGI. He would become CGI's vice-president. His first message in CGI, given September 23rd, discusses his departure from the WCG.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1979
 

CG7 adopts a resolution which makes it a member of the International Ministerial Congress.

A civil suit is launched against the WCG. Some of the allegations against the church are that money has been siphoned off for personal use, a failure to provide adequate accounting of the church's financial position has occurred, and that there has been a massive liquidation of church-owned properties. The suit calls for an accounting of all funds and financial transactions. In January a temporary restraining order puts the assets and financial records of the church and related corporations under the control of a receiver. The church and the state of California fight a legal battle for several months. In October 1980 the California Attorney General drops the case against the WCG.

 

 

 

1980
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	1981
	 

	 


	 

	 

	 


	1986
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Herbert W. Armstrong
Herbert W. Armstrong (HWA) dies on January 16th at the age of 93. Before his passing he makes the head of church administration, Joseph Tkach, Sr., the Pastor General and head of the Worldwide Church of God (WCG).

When HWA dies:

· The church's flagship publication, The Plain Truth, shows an English language circulation of 8,075,000 in its February issue.

· The church's more doctrinally based Good News magazine has a circulation of 754,000.

· The World Tomorrow television broadcast is one of the most watched religious programs in the U.S.

· The church's yearly income is around $200 million dollars (U.S.)

· Church membership is a little above 100,000.


	 

	 

	 


	1987
	 

	The General Conference of the Church of God (Seventh Day) (CG7) located in Denver approves with a 2/3rd majority the bylaw to merge with the General Council Churches of God 7th Day based in Meridian, Idaho. While the Meridian conference gives a majority vote to the bylaw, it fails to reach a 2/3rd majority. The merger fails.

CG7 president Robert Coulter retires.



	

	 

 

 

1989
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Gerald Flurry
Gerald Flurry and John Amos, ministers in the WCG who disagree with the church's removal of HWA-based materials, form The Philadelphia Church of God (PCG). According to the WCG, 3,000 members would also leave and start attending the PCG. The new Edmond, Oklahoma based group, which relies heavily on HWA's scriptural teachings and literature/books, will grow to be one of the largest split groups out of the WCG.

 

 

 

1990
 

 

 

 

 

1992
 

Roderick Meredith, a prominent minister in the WCG, leaves the group late in the year and forms the Global Church of God. The WCG states that 3,000 of their members also leave and align themselves with the new church.
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John/Evelyn Ritenbaugh
Minister John Ritenbaugh resigns from the WCG and forms the Church of the Great God.

 

 

 

1993
 

The WCG accepts the doctrine of the Trinity.

 

 

 

1994
 

The North American Ministerial Council (CG7) approves major rewording of the church's doctrinal statements. The statements is now "Trinity friendly," that is, the Holy Spirit is no longer referred to as "it."

The WCG's Ambassador College, with its remaining campus in Big Sandy, Texas, receives accreditation from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. The name of the college is changed to Ambassador University.

In December, Pastor General Joe Tkach Sr. gives a message in Atlanta, Georgia that would prove to be the catalyst for the largest single exodus of church members and ministers from the WCG. In his sermon to members, Tkach states that Christians do not have to keep the old covenant laws like weekly and annual Sabbaths, they don't have to save second or third tithe, and they don't have to avoid unclean meats like pork and shrimp. Such significant changes in doctrine would eventually lead to the formation of the United Church of God in early 1995.

 

 

 

 

 

 

1995
 

Most Spanish-speaking churches in U.S. leave CG7 and form new Hispanic Conference.

Whaid Rose is selected as chairman of the Board of Directors of CG7.

In Transition, a newspaper founded by United Church of God, IA member John Robinson, publishes its first issue. The paper reports news and events occurring in the greater Church of God, with a primary focus on those who left the WCG to form UCG, IA. Another independent publication called Servants News, published by Norman Edwards, sends out its first issue in April. The newsletter would grow to be one of the most circulated independent publications among former WCG members.
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Ron/Allie Dart - 2004
In October Ronald Dart, vice-president of the Church of God, International (CGI), resigns. The reasons for leaving were his ongoing heart problems and the growing upheaval in the church due to allegations that Garner Ted Armstrong sexually assaulted a masseuse in July. In November Ron sets up Christian Educational Ministries and soon begins a weekly radio program called Born To Win.

In November Suerae Robertson sues GTA and CGI in Tyler, Texas state court. The lawsuit seeks unspecified damages based upon the allegation that she was sexually assaulted by GTA. The news of the lawsuit quickly spreads and is reported by local and national news services. Popular U.S. broadcaster Paul Harvey mentions the suit in one of his daily radio programs. On November 11th GTA resigns as head of CGI.

The Church of God begins using the part of the Internet known as the World Wide Web to offer study materials to brethren and preach the gospel to the world. Those known as "independents", who are generally non-ordained COG members with no declared church affiliation, are the first to take advantage of this revolutionary medium.
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David Hulme
After Joe Tkach's Atlanta message in Dec. 1994, members and ministers start to leave the WCG. The exodus begins to pick up momentum early in 1995 as church members begin to hold services outside the WCG, with some fellowships incorporating. A series of meetings by former WCG ministers is held April 30 to May 2 in Indianapolis, Indiana. The meetings produce the formation of the United Church of God, IA (UCG, IA). David Hulme is selected as temporary chairman of the board until the elders meet again in December to ratify the new group's bylaws and move to a permanent church structure. In the December meeting, Bob Dick is elected Chairman of the board and David Hulme is elected as president.

UCG, IA announces late in the year that the total attendance for its first Feast of Tabernacles is 17,458. In March, 1996 the group lists 212 U.S. congregations, 115 employed ministers and 4 part-time ministers.
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Joseph Tkach, Jr.
Joseph Tkach, Sr., the Pastor General and head of the WCG, dies of cancer complications on Saturday, September 23, 1995 at the age of 68. Before his death he appoints his son, Joseph Tkach, Jr., to the position of Pastor General. Joe Jr. is 43 years old when he takes over the reigns of the WCG.
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Samuele Bacchiocchi
Friends of the Sabbath sponsor a three-day conference in San Antonio, Texas. The conference, held in December and called Jubilee 95, features Andrews University professor Sam Bacchiocchi. He presents for the first time his recent research showing the Biblical Holy Days have meaning for us today and therefore should be kept by Christians. Sam's appearance is noteworthy in that he is a Seventh-Day Adventist, teaching at an SDA school, but offering his research first to mostly non-SDA people promoting a doctrine his church does not believe in.

This conference is also special in that it attracts and showcases a unique variety of COG brethren. Church leaders and members from large organizations, home fellowships, small outreaches, those who are "independent," those who believe in a top-down church government and so on come to San Antonio. Speakers and panel members includeGerald Aust,  Calvin Burrell (head of CG7 Denver),  Ronald Dart,  Norman Edwards,  Jim Franks,  Earnest Martin,  John Merritt,  Peter Nathan,  Richard Nickels,  Alan Ruth,  Larry Salyer,  John Sash,  Herb Solinsky,  Greg Walburn,  Larry Walker and Donald Ward.
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	1995
	 

	 


	 

	 

	 


	1996
	 

	In February, thirty-five Church of God International (CGI) ministers gather independently in Dallas, Texas to discuss the church's handling of the GTA lawsuit. They draft and sign a document of recommendations, centered around the lawsuit, for CGI's board of directors. Unsatisfied with the board's response, another series of meetings is held in April which is attended mostly by current and former CGI ministers and brethren. The meetings lay the groundwork for a new organization composed of cooperating independent congregations that would be named the Churches of God, Outreach Ministries.


	 

	 

	 


	1997
	 

	John Robinson, publisher of the In Transition newspaper, decides to cease publication. The last issue is printed in January.

The Journal: News of the Churches of God runs its first issue in February. The Journal is created by Dixon Cartwright, a former editor of In Transition. Its purpose is to provide accurate, timely news on the greater Church of God (with a focus on groups that left the WCG) and provide a forum for biblical and related discussions.

The Worldwide Church of God's (WCG) Ambassador University (formerly known asAmbassador College) will have its last remaining campus located in Big Sandy, Texas, closed. In its fifty years of operation, the church's college (which for a time had three campuses) provided a liberal-arts education to a total of 14,732 students.

In February the The Philadelphia Church of God announces that it will republish and freely distribute HWA's 1985 book Mystery of the Ages. The WCG immediately files a federal lawsuit against the PCG, claiming that they had distributed illegal reproductions of the book. Although the WCG stopped printing the book a few years after HWA's death, they still own the copyright to it. The WCG and PCG would fight a legal battle that would span the next several years. The PCG would eventually appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court to review its case. The court decided in 2001 not to listen to the case, which meant a lower court ruling favoring the WCG would stand. The legal battle ended in 2003 when the WCG agreed to sell to the PCG full copyrights to the Mystery of the Ages book plus nineteen other works by HWA. The WCG will receive three million dollars (U.S.) for the copyrights. It is estimated that the total cost to the PCG to obtain copyrights, including legal fees and other expenses, will be more than five million dollars.


	 

	 

	 



	

	1997
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Joseph Tkach, Jr., pastor general of the WCG, publishes his book calledTransformed by Truth. The book is Joe's "behind-the-scenes" story of how the WCG (in his view) was transformed from a cult with unbiblical teachings and a preoccupation with endtime prophecy to the "light of God's truth" by embracing the teachings of historic Christianity.

In an ironic twist of history, the church comes full circle. Although new leadership changes hundreds of doctrines and practices, they staunchly retain the one pivotal doctrine that made the WCG into what they felt was an error-ridden church in desperate need of reform. That one critical belief used to almost totally reverse in eleven years what it took fifty years to create is a strict top-down, or hierarchical, church government.

Transformed by Truth, when published, is priced in the $15-$20 range (U.S.). It is soon discounted, then goes out of print. As of 2004 it was available for free on the Web at WCG's site. In September 2004 the largest online seller of books, Amazon.com, listed 63 new/used hardcover copies of the book for sale starting at $1.55 (U.S.)

In May the WCG is accepted as a member of the National Association of Evangelicals.

 

 

 

1998
 

CG7 Board of Directors approves appointment of a President's Commission of Diversity.
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Garner Ted Armstrong
In January the CGI board of directors votes to remove Garner Ted Armstrong from any leadership and ministerial positions in the church. Previous to this action, GTA was offered in Nov. 1997 a retirement package believed to be worth $125,000 a year. After refusing to retire from the pulpit and subsequent removal from the CGI, he forms theIntercontinental Church of God (ICG). GTA's Garner Ted Armstrong Evangelistic Association becomes affiliated with the ICG. The lawsuit against GTA alleging sexual assault is settled out of court around September.
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Les McCullough
In January the UCG, IA council of elders requests that president David Hulme either support the church's decision to move its headquarters to Cincinnatti, Ohio or resign. When Mr. Hulme refuses to do either, the council overwhelmingly votes to fire him as president. Bob Dick, chairman of the council of elders, temporarily replaces Hulme as president until March, when Les McCullough is elected president.

The official reason given for Hulme's dismissal is " . . . differences between the Council and President regarding operations of the organization." Further official elaboration is not provided, in part due to possible lawsuits. However, based on unofficial statements from elders and employees reported in The Journal's January 1998 issue, Hulme's separation comes down to conflicts over "who is in charge." Instead of governing by cooperation with the council of elders and carrying out decisions approved by the general ministry, Dave as president made many decisions as if he had total control (like HWA).

David Hulme would soon form Church of God, an International Community, which would become one of the largest churches with a history back to the WCG. In 2003, a total of approximately 2,600 members and guests attend the church's Feast of Tabernacle sites around the world.

Bryce Clark, a former WCG minister who in 1975 joined the Church of God, The Eternal (COGTE) founded by Raymond Cole, leaves the group. After his departure due to doctrinal differences, he forms the Bethel Church of God. Mr. Cole continues operating COGTE until his death in 2001.

Ongoing growing disagreements between Global Church of God (GCG) founder Roderick Meredith and the church's board, primarily over church government, will come to a head in November.

When Rod formed the GCG five years ago, he set up bylaws that created a church structure whereby the organization would be governed by a consensus. Now however, instead of governance by consensus of board and council of elders, he strongly felt (as reported in August 1998 issue of The Journal) he should be the sole "unquestioned leader" of the church.

Conflicts over "who is in charge" coupled with the sadly common desire among Ex-WCG ordained men to possess unaccountable control, are by far the chief catalysts behind the majority of WCG splits.

The church board passes a resolution on Nov. 20th affirming that membership lists and mailing lists/files are the sole property of the Global Church of God and use of them without written consent of the executive committee was strictly prohibited. Although still employed by GCG, Rod Meredith dates and sends a letter on Nov. 21st to members using unapproved church lists. The letter makes several accusations and requests members NOT to send their tithes/offerings to GCG, but instead send their checks to Rod personally made out to him. On November 25th, the board fires Rod after he refuses to resign.

Rod Meredith soon forms the Living Church of God (LCG). It is estimated 70% to 80% of brethren leave the GCG for the new group. The GCG would continue as an organization until September 1999. Due to a lawsuit won by a LCG member against the GCG, the church is in effect bankrupted. The Church of God, a Christian Fellowship (CGCF) is formed by former GCG members. The CGCF starts with 34 elders, 25 congregations and about 1,000 brethren around the world. Around June 2001 most of the CGCF merges with the United Church of God, an International Association. Before the merger some CGCF members leave and form the Church of the Eternal God.
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CG7 Hispanic Conference in U. S. begins preaching the trinity.

The WCG sells its Ambassador University campus in Big Sandy, Texas. The buyer is an arts and crafts corporation called Hobby Lobby. The company will lease the facilities to the Institute in Basic Life Principles, a ministry of Bill Gothard. The entire campus sells for $8.5 million dollars.
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Mark Armstrong
Garner Ted Armstrong, son of HWA, dies on September 15th. His son Mark Armstrong is named "chairman of the church" in October. He would later be named president of operations for the ICG.
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Tom Kerry
Tom Kerry, George Trent, Bruce Chapman, along with other ICG ministers and members, leave the ICG and form Churches of God, Worldwide. The primary contention that produces the split concerns Mark Armstrong leading the church. Some feel that Mark is not legally qualified to lead the church because he is not ordained and hasn't been baptized the required minimum of ten years. Others admit that Mark is unordained, but that he is only carrying out the operational aspects put in place by his father Garner Ted. Mark states his job is not to tell ministers of ICG how to carry out their ministerial duties. The conflict over Mark's position in the church, coupled with other church administration disagreements, leads to a split.

The new group, barely a few months old, is contacted both in March and April by Ralph Helge, attorney for the Worldwide Church of God. The first letter advises the group to stop using Churches of God, Worldwide as a name because it was " . . .deceptively similar and an infringement on our client's name (Worldwide Church of God)." The second letter is stronger and threatens lawsuits. Rather than get entangled in a long court battle, the new group changes its name toChurches of God, Worldwide Ministries. By August, the new organization lists more than 50 churches and fellowships that are affiliated with it.
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In May the WCG sells approximately 13 of its 31-acre west campus to Maranatha High School and Harvest Rock Church. The sale includes many of the campus' main buildings: Ambassador Auditorium, Hall of Administration, Physical Education Complex, Student Center and Men's Dormitory. Harvest Rock dedicates Ambassador Auditorium on July 4th.

 

 

 




